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FRENCH  WEST  INDIES. 
GUADELOUPE. 

By  Consul   Henry  T.   Wilcox,  June   13. 

The  year  1917  was  the  most  prosperous  one  in  the  history  of  the 
colon}'  of  Guadeloupe.  The  products  of  the  island  brought  such 
high  prices  that  the  inhabitants  could  afford  to  purchase  all  the 
imported  merchandise  they  required  in  spite  of  the  great  increase 
in  value  of  all  classes  of  goods.  As  a  result  the  total  trade  of 
Guadeloupe  amounted  to  $17,000,000,  which  Avas  31  per  cent  greater 
than  the  corresponding  figures  for  1916  and  94  per  cent  more  than 
those  for  1912.  The  value  of  the  colonj^'s  imports  by  countries  for 
1916  and  1917  is  given  in  the  following  table: 


Countries: 

1916 

1917 

$1,717,682 

4-1,069 

67,083 

265,075 

2,426,055 

296, 392 

$1,964,045 

157, 49S 

S  405 

643  453 

United  States 

4,343,822 

Allother 

508, 439 

.     - 

Total 

4,816,356 

7, 625, 662 

The  large  increase  in  imports  from  British  and  French  colonies 
during  1917  was  caused  by  the  importation  of  cocoa  from  the  Do- 
minican Republic,  of  secondhand  distilling  machinery  from  An- 
tigua, and  of  goods  made  in  England  and  France  which  were  shipped 
via  British  islands  and  Martinique.  It  is  probable  that  the  value  of 
the  British  goods  received  in  1917  was  about  the  same  as  that  in  1916, 
but  owing  to  changes  in  steamship  routes  the  greater  part  of  these 
goods  arrived  by  way  of  French  ports  and  were  listed  with  French 
goods. 

France  Takes  Greater  Part  of  Colony's  Exports. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  the  colonv  was  $8,145,679  in  1916 
and  $9,454,550  in  1917;  of  this  amount  $7,759,396  in  1916,  and 
$9,289,609  in  1917  was  taken  by  France,  and  $132,814  and  $94,311  in 
1916  and  1917,  respectively,  by  the  French  colonies.  The  shipments  to 
the  French  colonies,  therefore,  were  $38,533  less  than  for  1916,  it 
being  found  more  profitable  to  make  molasses  into  rum  than  to  ship 
it  to  Martinique, 
large  Increase  in  Imports  from  United  States. 

Imports  from  France  show  a  slight  increase  in  value  due  entirely 
to  high  prices,  for  the  quantities  of  French  goods  received  were  much 
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less  than  during  previous  years.  On  the  other  hand,  as  a  result  of  tho 
impossibility  to  secure  French  products,  the  imports  from  the  United 
States  show  an  increase  of  79  per  cent  and  include  increases  in 
quantity  and  variety  as  well  as  value.  The  total  imports  and  the 
amount  from  the  United  States  follow. 


Ar!  icles. 


Total  imports. 


Imports  from  United 
States. 


1017 


Oats. 


Alimentary  fats {val^" 

Beer gffi£ 

BrcadstufTs: 

»ts fiSSS: 

Co- feg*!; 

C°™>noal {g-g; 

^n gSf; 

pounds . 
value... 

■■<8E£: 

B"tter IP"-*; 

a— fcds: 

Cement..... fa*; 

Chemicals:  Sulphuric  acid {^alue*15" 

°- ' <SE 

F-t,lizors {S- 

Fish,  salted: 

Cod (pounds. 

\value... 

Hecrtag {p°™°s- 

™- feSSff: 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures: 

Machinery  and  tools value . 

All  other do... 

Jewelr  v do . . . 

Lard /pounds. 

\value... 

Matches {*»£». 

Meat,  salted: 

Beef (pounds. 

lvalue... 

Pork (pounds. 

lvalue... 

Oil: 

a*-** {££!: 

Mineral— 

*—" KSS- 

He^ tef: 

*-*« tesf: 

Perfumery {value**" 

Salt .' |*°™"»- 

\  value. 

(pairs.. 

lvalue. 

^p ffiSS: 

Textiles: 

Ji:tel>ags {y°i"cdS' 

All  other '.do! . i 


349.803 
167,432 

11,126 
$8, 132 

653,917 
$48,452 

375,974 

$12,803 

31,960 

$1,064 

10,280,  183 

$450,119 

395,124 

813,557 

9,309,996 

30, 516 
$7,900 
26,643 
$9,362 

5(17,309 
$9,717 
96.R07 

8,006 
$62,730 

4,164 
$196, 139 

2,687,664 

§245,650 

273-,  605 

$27,451 

47,188 

$20,339 

$52,558 

$131,453 
813,224 
103,. 551 
$21,040 

52,846 
524, 449 

281,008 
£36,441 
871/121 
$107,885 

797, 8-12 
$116,920 

2,918,959 
$108,186 

360, 123 

$10,406 

236,662 

$21,299 

25, 289 

$4,717 

1,290 

$14,964 

55,451 

631,620 

868, 777 

943,962 
S5S, 531 
$622,210 

a  Ton  of  2,000  pounds. 


$168,572 
13,618 

816,405 

754, 107 

: 
82,346 

$784,395 

515.128 
$21,033 

87; 670 

21,211 

$15,350 

3,197,015 

$83,963 

36,923 

$2,912 

8,489 

6,060 

2.501,153 
$287,309 

■      306, OSS 

835,238 

*C0,974 

86,278 

8405,300 

$181,282 

873,575 

114,241 

S33, 137 

$16,747 

191,039 

829,283 
790,061 

8133,774 

771,966 

-   $156, S00 

2,148,880 

8133,350 
453,616 
814,577 
447,886 
839,565 

48,000 

$12,190 

1,348 

S22,375 

59, 161 

1,300,727 
$129,285 

1,205,009 
8181,130 
$682, 94S 


$62 

5 

S3 

631 

*     $46 

375 

$12 

31 

81 

10,134 

$443 

396 

S13 

1,838 

866 

12 

S3 

6 

82 

492 

$9 

27 

$1 

7 

1 

890 

1,531 

8136 

267 

Ui 

4 

81 

822 
$71 

103 
$21 

47 


281 
836 
871 

$107 

797 

8116 

2,911 
8107 
336 
$9 
105 
85 


928 

72  S 
797 

395 

775 
974 
803 
960 
064 
834 
001 
124 
557 
349 
913 
035 
147 
329 
250 
098 
041 
013 
S10 
51  . 
184 
290 
on 

522 
053 
202 
871 
061 
206 

075 
933 
$181 
357 
003 
968 
671 

008 

•lit 
474 
855 

842 
920 

730 

657 
S27 
739 

I.KI2 

604 

397 

8100 


4,800 
$19,168 

467,045 

$40,  SS7 

208,771 
$10,016 
$82,713 


461 

81 1« 


337 

817 

38 

82 

10,177 

8737 

507 

$21 

2,043 

3 

15 
811 

2.825 

$74 

22 

81 

3 

8136 

5 

$428 

895 
$112 

288 


885 
760 
644 
418 

654 
817 
279 
090 
497 
276 
418 
972 
766 
707 
488 
221 
373 
$977 
119 
074 
000 
193 
928 
S07 
324 
S05 
637 
421 

478 
661 

400 


$160 


103 


$15 


776 
8131 

731 

$1  1:> 

2,127 
$131 
442 
814 
171 
$10 


882 

070 
864 
790 
448 
571 
797 

565 
871 
027 
725 

458 

314 

603 
318 
361 
181 
704 
396 
408 
S3S6 


11,142 

826, 130 

1,130,917 

8113,638 

238,980 
$27,780 
$109,157 
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Articles. 


Tobacco: 

Odettes $£*" 

™ RSS:: 

Vegetables: 

B-ns gSgf;; 

Potatoes fes.. 

bother {*g*:; 

Vehicles:  Automobiles {value CI" 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Furniture do 

Lumber — 
Pine- 
White  do. . . . 

Pitch do. . . . 

Shooks  and  staves do 

All  other  articles 


Tola!  imports. 


Total . 


3n.f34 

$32,662 
124,398 
$24,237 

386, 702 
$45,932 
610,731 
$26,000 
959,914 
$82,327 
52 
$41,784 

$16,944 


$120,870 
885,373 

$316,397 
$909,015 


$4,816,356 


Imports  from  United 
States. 


55,3 10 
$49,895 
170,088 
849,583 

W 

(a) 

587,851 

$24,785 
779,642 

$110,305 
114 

$132,012 

$20, 387 


$116,2.54 

$119,061 

$429,232 

$1,823,590 


$7,625,662 


•12 

$29 

124,385 

$24,224 

203,008 
$21,974 
312,397 
$13,223 
333. son 
$35, 115 
48 
$37, 924 

813,239 


$82,404 
$85,373 
8231,947 

$325,229 


$2,426,055 


29 

$26 
160, lis 
$46,932 

(o) 

(«) 

192,595 
$8,326 
241.685 
846,879 
108 
$123,906 

$17, 790 


$116,251 
$119,061 
S380, 879 

$344,775 


$4,343,822 


a  Included  in  ''All  other  vegetables''  for  1917. 

The  heavy  importations  of  cement  during  1017  were  for  the  local 
Government,  which  was  able  to  begin  some  much  needed  repairs 
along  the  water  front  of  Pointe  a  Pitre.  The  quantity  of  hides  im- 
ported increased  greatly  while  the  value  was  much  less,  it  being 
found  cheaper  to  bring  in  green  hides  for  preparation  in  the  local 
tanneries  than  to  import  tanned  hides.  The  figures  for  manufactures 
of  iron  and  steel  show  an  extraordinary  increase  as  a  result  of  the 
great  demand  for  sugar  mills  and  distilleries.  Most  of  the  appa- 
ratus purchased  was  secondhand  and  came  from  Antigua,  St.  Croix, 
St.  Thomas,  and  Porto  Rico. 

Although  it  is  most  gratifying  to  note  that  the  imports  from  the 
United  States  have  increased  from  $824,000  in  1913  to  more  than 
$4,343,000  in  1917,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  war  has  been 
the  cause  of  the  steadily  increasing  demand  and  that  while  American 
goods  are  well  liked  the  tariff  regulations  which  favor  French  goods 
will  cause  a  large  part  of  the  trade  to  return  to  France  after  the  war. 
In  order  to  offset  the  handicap  imposed  by  the  tariff,  American 
firms  are  advised  to  offer  their  goods  at  the  lowest  possible  prices, 
to  grant  reasonable  credit  terms,  to  put  sufficient  postage  on  all  their 
letters,  and  to  see  that  correspondence  and  catalogues,  intended  for 
Guadeloupe,  are  in  French.  This  last  suggestion  is  very  important 
for  very  few  of  the  merchants  understand  English  and  fewer  still 
are  able  to  read  the  Spanish  literature  sent  them  by  well-meaning 
but  misinformed  firms. 

Rum  Has  First  Place  in  Exports. 

For  years  practically  all  of  the  exports  of  the  colony  have  been 
sent  to  France  because  the  products  are  admitted  free  of  duty  and 
good  prices  have  been  paid.  In  1917  this  was  more  marked  than 
ever,  98.2  per  cent  of  the  goods  having  gone  to  French  markets. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  important 
products  exported  during  1916  and  1917 : 


Articles. 


1910 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1917 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Cocoa pounds . . 

Coffee do.... 

Sugar  and  products: 

Molasses gallon  3 . . 

Rum do  ... 

Sugar tons  a,.. 

Vanilla  and  vanillin pounds . . 

All  other  articles 


1,583,258 

1,921,410 

183,382 
3,278,442 

37, 592 
09,401 


8447,843 

531,273 

43,825 
2,321,883 
4,499,873 

6S,382 
229,000 


2,330,700 
1,110,025 

160, 09S 

3,342,090 

34,028 

41,985 


$499,554 
271,713 

35,090 

4,^75,135 

3,050,927 

67,824 

54,307 


Total. 


S, 145, 679 


9,454,550 


a  Ton  of  2,000  pounds. 

It  should  be  noted  that  rum  has  taken  first  place  among  the  island's 
exports.     War  conditions  have  caused  the  great  increase  in  its  pro- 
duction, and  the  export  figures  of  this  product  in  1917  would  have 
been  much  larger  if  sufficient  cargo  space  could  have  been  secured. 
Exports  to  the  United  States. 

As  will  be  seen  by  comparing  the  following  figures  with  the  total 
exports  of  the  colony,  the  United  States  receives  but  a  small  propor- 
tion of  the  exports: 


Articles. 

1910 

1917 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bay  oil 

Vanillin 

do.... 

2,002 
56, 70S 
13,300 

$2,646 

59,248 

5, 500 

48 

834 

33,256 

4,689 

SI,  042 

76,271 

3,988 

564 

Total 

67, 502 

81,865 

Returned  American  goods  amounted  to  $3,300  in  1916  and  $5,106 
in  1917.  Empty  drums  and  cotton  woods  were  the  principal  articles 
returned,  the  former  being  sent  to  New  York  for  refilling  and  the 
latter  to  Porto  Rico  where  they  were  sold  by  a  firm  which  has  a 
branch  in  Guadeloupe.  There  were  no  shipments  to  Hawaii  or  the 
Philippine  Islands  during  the  past  two  years. 

Agricultural   Conditions — Decreased   Sugar   Crop. 

On  the  whole,  the  climatic  conditions  during  1917  were  favorable 
for  the  growth  of  the  crops,  there  having  been  quite  abundant  rain- 
fall and  no  severe  wind  storms. 

The  sugar  crop  was  more  than  3,500  tons  less  than  that  of  the  pre- 
vious year  and  the  average  price  per  ton  dropped  from  $119.70  to 
$107.26.  The  decrease  in  quantity  was  due  to  the  gradual  wearing 
out  of  the  land  which  has  been  planted  to  cane  for  years,  to  lack  of 
sufficient  cultivation,  to  the  increased  production  of  rum,  and  to  the 
increase  of  disease  in  the  canes,  while  the  reduction  in  value  was 
caused  by  the  French  Government's  requisitioning  of  the  entire  crop 
for  which  it  paid  a  fixed  price  that  allowed  only  a  reasonable  profit 
to  the  producers. 
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As  a  result  of  the  war  the  demand  for  rum  in  France  was  such 
that  the  average  price  which  had  been  30  cents  a  gallon  in  1915  and 
71  cents  in  1916  rose  to  $1.45  in  1917.  All  of  the  sugar  centrals  and 
the  distilleries  making  rum  from  pure  cane  juice  turned  out  as  much 
as  they  possibly  could,  while  several  old  distilleries  in  nearby  islands 
were  hastily  purchased  and  rebuilt  in  Guadeloupe.  The  amount  of 
rum  thus  produced  was  enormous  and  at  the  close  of  1917  large  quan- 
tities were  in  the  warehouses  awaiting  shipment. 

Cocoa,  Coffee,  and  Vaniila  Crops  Profitable. 

The  cocoa  crop  marketed  in  1917  was  a  very  good  one,  the  total  ex- 
portation having  been  750,000  pounds  more  than  during  1916.  Owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  sugar  in  France,  however,  the  demand  was  not  so 
great  and  the  average  price  per  pound  was  7  cents  less  than  that  for 
1916. 

The  crop  of  coffee  which  was  harvested  during  the  winter  of 
1916-17  was  about  800,000  pounds  less  than  that  of  1915-16.  The 
only  explanation  offered  is  that  the  trees  were  somewhat  exhausted 
after  having  borne  the  splendid  crop  of  the  previous  year.  The  entire 
crop  was  sold  in  France  where  it  brought  very  satisfactory  prices. 

The  total  quantity  of  vanilla  and  vanillin  exported  in  1917  was 
27,000  pounds  less  than  the  amount  shipped  during  1916,  but  owing 
to  the  demand  in  the  United  States  the  price  per  pound  was  64  cents 
higher  than  it  was  for  the  previous  crop.  The  poor  yield  was  at- 
tributed to  the  heavy  winds  in  the  fall  of  1916  which  destroyed  many 
of  the  beans. 

No  other  crops  of  any  importance  are  raised  in  the  eolon}r,  al- 
though, by  proper  cultivation,  thousands  of  acres  of  fertile  but 
untouched  land  could  be  made  to  produce  almost  all  the  foodstuffs 
required  by  the  population.  As  little  interest  has  been  taken  in  the 
opening  of  new  territory  and  the  planters  have  concentrated  on  the 
above-mentioned  crops,  almost  all  of  the  meat  and  part  of  the  vege- 
tables required  for  local  consumption  have  to  be  imported. 

Increase  in  Wages. 

Throughout  1917  employers  in  the  sugar  centrals,  on  the  estates, 
and  on  the  wharves  found  it  difficult  to  secure  and  keep  satisfactory 
laborers.  This  state  of  affairs  had  two  causes,  viz,  the  increases  in 
wages  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  and  the  liberal  allowances  made 
by  the  French  Government  to  the  dependents  of  men  taken  for  the 
army,  both  of  which  made  the  negroes  more  independent  and  less 
inclined  to  work  steadily.  Two  small  strikes  in  the  spring  of  1917 
resulted  in  increases  of  from  5  to  15  cents  a  day  for  workers  in  the 
sugar  industry  and  of  50  cents  a  day  for  dock  laborers.  After  these 
increases  the  agricultural  workers  received  from  35  to  63  cents  per 
day,  according  to  the  work,  while  the  stevedores  received  $1.03  a  day 
with  double  pay  for  work  done  at  night  and  on  Sunday. 

Shipping  Statistics. 

The  universal  scarcity  of  tonnage  began  to  be  felt  in  1917,  but 
sufficient  cargo  space  was  available  for  the  imports  and  all  of  the 
exports  except  rum,  the  shipment  of  which  was  temporarily  restricted. 
The  following  figures  show  the  movements  of  vessels,  other  than  those 
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engaged  in  coasting  trade,  "which  entered  the  port  of  Guadeloupe 
during  1916  and  1917: 


1916 

1917 

Flag. 

Number. 

Gross 
tonnage. 

Number. 

Gross 
tonnage. 

155 

109 
9 

33 

169, 567 

123,148 

8,532 

15,261 

128 
117 
24 
31 

133  728 

British. 

81  440 

A  merican  . 

19,  ir,9 

Allothcr 

17,770 

Total 

306 

316,508 

300 

252,397 

Four  lines  of  steamers  provided  means  of  intercourse  between  this 
island  and  Europe,  the  United  States',  and  neighboring  islands.  The 
Compagnie  Generale  Transatlantique  had  vessels  on  two  routes. 
The  first  was  a  fortnightly  passenger  and  freight  service  between 
France  and  Panama,  with  stops  at  ports  of  Guadeloupe,  Martinique, 
Venezuela,  and  Colombia  on  both  the  outward  and  homeward  trips, 
and  the  second  was  a  monthly  intercolonial  service  which  carried 
passengers  and  freight  between  ports  of  Martinique,  Guadeloupe,  St. 
Thomas,  Porto  Rico.  Haiti,  the  Dominican  Republic,  and  occasion- 
ally Cuba.  Three  British  vessels  of  the  Quebec  Steamship  Co. 
carried  passengers  and  freight  to  and  from  New  York  and  kept  the 
colony  in  touch  with  most  of  the  islands  between  St.  Thomas  and 
British  Guiana,  while  the  Raporel  Steamship  Co.  used  some  of  its 
American  and  Norwegian  freight  steamers  for  a  service  which 
brought  cargo  from  New  York  to  the  French  islands  in  the  West 
Indies  and  then  went  to  other  islands  in  the  Caribbean  to  load  for 
the  United  States.  An  occasional  steamer  of  the  Grace  Line  brought 
shooks  and  rice  to  the  colony  from  New  Orleans. 

Government  Finances — Banking. 

The  steady  increase  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  in  the  customs 
receipts  of  the  colony  has  been  brought  about  by  the  increased  im- 
portations of  American  goods  which  pay  much  higher  duties  than 
goods  bought  in  France.  At  present  the  local  administration  is 
well  off  financially  and  is  commencing  work  on  several  small  but 
necessary  public  improvements.  The  total  customs  receipts  for  the 
years  1914,  1915,  1916,  and  1917  were  $561,870,  $701,932,  $891,956, 
and  $1,098,974,  respectively.  There  were  no  changes  during  1917  in 
the  tariffs  which  applied  to  importations  into  Guadeloupe. 

The  Banque  de  la  Guadeloupe,  which  provided  all  the  facilities  re-* 
quired  by  the  increased  trade  with  the  United  States,  had  a  very 
successful  vear.  A  dividend  of  9  per  cent  was  paid  on  the  capital, 
stock  of  3^000,000  franc  ($579,000),  and  385,000  francs  ($74,305 )] 
were  added  to  the  reserve.  Money  was  loaned  at  6  per  cent  on  liar-* 
vests  and  7  per  cent  on  all  other  securities.  The  following  table 
contains  interesting  items  taken  from  the  bank's  statements  for  De-; 
cember  31,  1916,  June  30,  1917,  and  December  31,  1917: 
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Items. 


Dee.  31, 

1910. 


June  30, 
1917. 


Dec.  31, 
1917. 


Loans: 

On  crops 

All  other 

Reserve  against  circulation 

Notes  in  circulation 

Deposits 


S404.9S2 

4-12, 472 

392,370 

1,830,291 

904,284 


S861,761 

2,651,600 
1,166,125 


$337,210 

462, 713 

691,180 

2, 10.".,  657 

1,052,713 


For  the  greater  part  of  1917  the  dollar  was  valued  by  the  bank 
at  5.95  francs  and  the  commisison  for  drafts  on  New  York  was  3.5 
per  cent,  while  drafts  on  Paris  cost  2  per  cent;  but  in  November 
the  value  of  the  dollar  was  reduced  to  5.85  and  the  commissions  were 
changed  to  2.75  per  cent  for  drafts  on  New  York  and  1.5  per  cent 
for  those  on  Paris. 
Public  Improvements. 

Aside  from  active  work  on  the  wireless-telegraph  station  at  De- 
strellan,  little  was  done  in  the  way  of  public  improvements  during 
1917.  Some  long  concrete  piles  were  made  for  the  foundation  of  the 
proposed  cement,  acqueduct  to  carry  the  water  for  Pointe  a  Pitre 
across  what  is  known  as  the  Salt  River,  a  large  supply  of  cement  was 
received  for  the  water-front  improvements  of  that  city,  and  the  roads 
were  kept  in  fair  condition. 

MARTINIQUE. 

By  Consul  Thomas  R.  Wallace,  Fort  de  France. 

The  plantations  furnishing  the  cane  for  the  production  of  sugar 
have  suffered  from  a  number  of  causes,  chief  of  which  was  an  attack 
upon  it  by  a  disease  called  the  root  borer.  The  ravages  of  the  disease 
have  been  confined  principally  to  the  plantations  on  the  south  part 
of  the  island,  but,  while  increasing  in  virulence  in  that  section,  it 
is  gradually  extending  farther  north.  An  expert  brought  here  last 
summer  reported  that  the  only  cure  for  the  affected  plantations  was 
to  quit  cultivating  cane  for  a  few  years  and*  put  the  land  to  some 
other  crop.  The  planters  are  confronted  with  the  fact  that  for  a 
number  of  years  the  cane  crop  has  continued  to  decrease,  the  land 
to  deteriorate  in  fertilky,  and  the  root-borer  disease  to  spread  over 
a  larger  area,  but  no  other  crop  seems  available  to  take  the  place 
of  the  cane.  The  decrease  of  sugar  exported,  notwithstanding  the 
higher  prices  received,  as  compared  with  1916,  was  more  than  38 
per  cent  in  value,  and  08  per  cent  in  quantity.  The  records  from 
one  of  the  best-managed  plantations  on  the  island  show  that  in  1915 
the  yield  of  cane  was  90,000  metric  tons  and  in  1917  45,000  metric 
tons.  The  crop  for  1918  will  be  short  compared  with  the  average 
for  the  past. 

Rum  Embargo  Affects  Chief  Industry  of  Island. 

The  production  of  sugar  was  the  chief  source  of  wealth  for  Mar- 
tinique in  former  years,  furnishing  more  than  60  per  cent  of  its 
exports.  The  partial  failure  of  the  cane  crop  for  the  year  1917  would 
have  proved  serious  had  not  the  largely  increased  value  received 
from  the  rum  distilled  made  up  for  the  great  loss.    The  increase  in 
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quantity  of  this  product  was  more  than  17  per  cent  greater  than  in 
1916,  due  in  a  measure  to  imports  of  molasses  and  sugar  for  distilling. 
The  high  price  received  for  the  exported  rum  compared  With  1016 
slum's  an  increase  in  value  of  more  than  73  per  cent. 

The  total  value  of  exports  of  the  island  for  1017  was  34  per  cent 
greater  than  for  1010.  A  Government  order  forbade  the  importa- 
tion of  sugar  and  molasses  for  manufacturing  rum,  the  only  purpose 
to  which  such  imports  are  put.  Since  the  promulgation  of  the  fore- ' 
going  order,  an  embargo  has,  in  a  measure,  been  put  on  the  shipment 
of  rum  from  the  island  by  the  refusal  to  grant  licenses  for  vessels  to 
France.  This  action  has  closed  practically  all  of  the  distilleries  and 
seriously  affected  the  foreign  trade  of  the  colony  as  well  as  its  indus- 
trial and  economical  life. 

Rum  supplied  over  63  per  cent  of  the  total  value  of  exports  for 
1017;  the  cultivation  of  cane  and  the  manufacture  of  its  products 
furnished  labor  for  a  large  portion  of  the  population.  The  closing 
of  this  industry  will  be  a  serious  blow  to  the  general  business  of  the 
colony. 

The  embargo  on  the  shipment  of  rum  left  on  the  sea  frcmt  and  in 
storage  30,000  barrels  each  containing  68  gallons  of  this  product, 
which  can  not  be  shipped. 
Increased  Freight  Hates. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  tariff  charges,  the  steamship  companies 
from  New  York  have  added  the  usual  50  per  cent  tonnage  plus  25 
per  cent,  and  40  per  cent  additional.  It  very  often  happens  that 
the.  freight  charge  is  more  than  the  first  cost  of  the  merchandise.  A 
bag  of  flour  which  cost  42  cents  to  deliver  at  Martinique  before  the 
war  now  costs  $1.10;  a  barrel  of  oil  costing  $1.05  before  the  war  now. 
costs  $3. 
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